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BERA writing 

workshop 
 

Turning a conference paper 
into a journal article: a hands-

on workshop for early career 
researchers. 
 

 

The workshop will assist those relatively new to scholarly publishing to turn their BERA 
conference paper into a journal article. The workshop uses a conceptual framework for 
academic writing and publishing which looks at academic writing as textwork/identity 
work and as a discursive social practice (Kamler and Thomson, 2006). The workshop 
will focus on authoring a tiny text to become the basis for the article, and it will explore 
strategies to make the 'so what' and the argument of the conference paper stronger and 
sharper. 
 
 
Date: Wednesday 2nd September 2009 
 
Venue: British Educational Research Association (BERA) Annual Conference 
Manchester University 
 
Workshop leader: Professor Pat Thomson, Nottingham University 

Pat Thomson is Professor of Education and Director of Research in the School of 
Education, The University of Nottingham. She is an Editor of the journal Educational 
Action Research. Together with Barbara Kamler she has published Helping doctoral 
students write: pedagogies for supervision (Routledge 2006) and several articles and 
book chapters on doctoral and early career writing and publishing. She is currently 
editing with Melanie Walker The Routledge doctoral student’s companion: getting to 
grips with research in education and the social sciences and a companion volume for 
supervisors (to be published in April 2010). 

 
Booking: Attendance at this workshop is free, but all delegates must be registered for 
the main Conference. Places are limited and will be allocated on a ‘first come, first 
served’ basis. Register at  http://www.beraconference.co.uk/ 
 
You will need to bring your conference paper and the abstract you submitted to get it 
accepted into the conference. Please bring 4 copies of your BERA abstract with you as 
we will actually workshop your text. You will also need to have a target journal in mind, 
so please check the word length and any other requirements the journal makes for 
papers and abstracts.  Don't be nervous - if this is your first time in a workshop setting. I 
promise you will find it productive. 
 
The workshop caters for 20 people only. Please do not commit yourself to the 
workshop if you are not sure you can attend. 

http://www.beraconference.co.uk/
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Programme: 
 
Session 1 - 9.30 - 10.30: Understanding academic journals and 
doing locational work: finding the contribution and the appropriate 
journal 
  
Session 2 - 10.30 - 11.30: Working with tiny texts: Hands on editing 
 
Session 3 - 11.30 - 12.30: Mapping the paper. Working with your 
abstract to develop the sections and word weightings.  
 
Session 4 - 1.30 - 2.30: Understanding the game of journal 
publication. An interactive conversation, managed by Professor 
Becky Francis, past Editor of Gender and Education, with three 
journal editors: 

 Professor Helen Gunter: Journal of Educational Administration 
and History  

 Professor John Holford: Editor: International Journal of Lifelong 
Education 

 Professor Meg Maguire: Journal of Education Policy  
  
 
3.00 - 4.30: Main Conference Parallel Session 1 
 


